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COMMUNTCEXTIONS. 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST.—No: 7. 
ceed, then, with our, examination of 


reeminence of Christ, with respect to 
his scheme of religious doctrine. I have 
used the phrase, the two opposing systems, 
because, in real substance, there can be but 
three. Calvinism, Arminianism, and Uni- 
versalism, certainly include all, substantial- 


Iy, Which passes in the world for protestant 


christianity. And is not the scheme of uni- 
versal grace and salvation superior in value 
to that of calvbiism! Has it not an obvious 


pre-eminence over it, as an arrangement of 


the Divine wisdom and merey to meet the 
condition of mankind; to supply their wants 
and answer their hopes, as a'race ? I think 
it has. Calvinism is quite too partial and 
exclusive for meh a purpose. When viewed 
as a general system, it is lamentably want- 
ing in adaptation. 'There is a marked dis- 
proportion between its provisions and the 
wants of the world. If its distinguishing 
principles are to regulate the Divine dealings 
with mankind generally, and without excep- 
tions, they are to the last degree unsuita- 
ble. "This is one of their prominent defects. 
There is nothing more yisible about them. 
Partial principles used for the attainment of 
universal objects! Can we conceive of any 
thing more palpably injudicious ? It would 
seem not. They must have been selected 
without discretion, and, applied to such a 
purpose without the possibility of success. 
low obviously superior to such a system 
was the one inculcated by Jesus! This 
was full of metey and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypoerisy.” It aimed 
at the salvation of the world. It was cloth- 
ed with power adequate to the accomplish- 
ment of this great purpose. It must there- 
fore result in universal haliness and happi- 
N and this is universalism. _ The superi- 
of such a system of doctrine over that 
10 calyj nism, will be evident from the 
following s — 
Calvinism is a system adapted to the in- 


could nat. 


terests of a party, not to those of the great 


body of mankind. It makes, it is true, pro- 


vision for the salvation of some but it also 
admits, and even seals, irrevocabl , the end- 
less condemnation and -ruin of the * 


This may answer well enough, 
the elect; provided they are 3 y ” 


fish to endure and relish it, it certainly will; 
but, if they are, it is devoutly to be hoped 
that there are but a few of them—the fewer 
the better. And should there prove to be 
none of this class, it would be a circum- 
stance highly honorable to human nature, 
With respect however, to all except such, 
a more revolting, graceless and useless 
scheme cannot be conceived. I certain 
could not command resolution enough to call 
gravely on one of Calvin's reprobates to love 
God with all his heart—to join in the shouts, 
fo echo and re-echo the triumphs of . 1 
through the blood of the 4 1 
I should feel that I was 
most cruelly with his misfortunes and mis- 
eries. The decree of eternal reprobation 
would utter its stern voice in my ear, and 
pierce my soul with condemnation and tor- 
ment. 

But calvinism has of late, I am aware, re- 
ceived some very essential improvements. 
The masters of a particular school have dis- 
covered, or think they have discovered, that 
it is not altogether like the laws of the 
Medes and Persians'—that it is not utterly 
disposessed of spiritual elasticity, but will 
admit of a respectable enlargement of its 
original boundaries. They have, therefore, 
so pared it off in some places, and spliced 
it out in others, as to form an avenue th 
which every e e robates a 
the rest may esca tion, and safe 
ly reach heaven! Ai ces classes of sinners, a- 
cording to this new edition of calvinism, 
are perfectly free agents, and ge if 
any of them are finally lost, the fault will 
be entirely their own... They might have 
been saved if they would. 

The ald decree of eternal reprobation 
can no longer be pleaded as an excuse by 
any . this has been mollified 
and smoothed down—so thoroughly regen- 
erated, that it is now almost as favorable to 
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a sinner's salvation as election itself. 
advocates of these improvements, and oth 
of a similar character, are called, Lib 


Calviaists! This truly lod —_— 

lan ; but it is exceeding diſh 
perceive. the propriety of it. It seems to be 
as improper, a use of terms, as to talk of Ji- 


beral Nliberalists, impartial Partialists, or Al. 
limitable Limitarians-! According to the 


popular acceptation of the term liberal, 
Calvinism is not, and cannot be, a liberal 
system. It is a partial system. Alter, and 


transfigure, and extend it as you please, and 


you can make nothing else of it. 

If in its new and improved form, it be ſol- 
lowed ont into its final results, they will be 
found to agree precisely with those at which 


it aimed in its original dress. All the elect 


will be saved and all the reprobates finally 
lost. A zealous and powerful member of 


the old school has, I know, published to the 


world, as his solemn conviction, that the 
modern reformers and liberalizers of calvin- 
ism have trimmed and diluted it down, till 


it is little if any better than arminianism it- 


self. 

But was it ever any better ? This is seri- 
ously questioned. Arminianism conducts 
all the righteous to heaven and all the wick- 
ed to hell, the great prison of the universe; 


and it securely fixes them in their respective 


places forever. And what more could sim- 
ple, undiluted calvinism have done in the 
proudest days of its primitive strength and 
glory? Certainly nothing. Why then is 


one of these systems better than the other? 


It surely is not. 
But there is one peculiarity in modern di- 


luted calvinism, to use the sentiments of a 


calvinistic divine, which deserves particular 
notice. Tt contends that God has solemnly 
bound himself to govern man by law. 'This 
fact is frequently stated and insisted upon 
with an earnestness which would seem to 
imply, that christians generally believe that 
God governs without a law. But what is the 
meaning, and what the design of this go- 
vernment by law! 
Why, it means, if I understand the phrase, 
that God has made man a perfectly free a- 
gent, placed eternal life and eternal death 
before him, that he has furnished him with 
erfect rule of moral conduct with capac- 
ities for its observance ; but surrounded him 


at the same time with temptations which he 


knew would overcome and ruin millions 

rever; and that he has solemnly bound 
himself not to interfere in the conduct of men 
nor the results of it; but to treat them in 
all respects as perfectly free agents whose 
present and future destiny is entirely at 
their own disposal! This is divine govern- 
ment by law! But what could have been 


—— rr Ä— _ 
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the ultimate design of this 3 and very 
imprudent arrangement! Why, it was ob- 


viously this, —to furnish all with | 
IT meang” of sgllv and at 
e timeto provide a way for the e 


in of millions of human beings without involv- 
ing the Divine character in the charge of 
injustice and cruelty. _ Kind reader, how 
bigh does the simple and consistent system 
of grace and sulvation taught by the of 
God rise above such an one as this ? Venly, 
in all things, it has the pre-eminence. 8. 8... 


THE POST=BOY .—No. 6. 


There is a God, all nature speaks, - 
Through earth, and air, and seas, and skies; 
See from the clouds his glory breaks, 
When the first beams of morning rise? 
| dn. STELL®. 
EersTLE To a FRIEND. Yes, my friend; 
the voice of nature proclaims in every note, 
the existence of God; and who has undaun- 
ted boldness to deny it? In concluding 


these epistles, I think I cannot do better, 


than by informing you, though perhaps you 
are well acquainted with the fact, that the 
arguments made use of by the learned, in 
proof of the being of a God, are generally 
divided into two classes. The first class is 
arguments a priori, or those taken from the 
necessity of the divine existence; the second 
class is arguments d posteriori, or those ta- 
ken from the works of nature. Of this lat- 
ter prbof, an English writer has given to the 
world a fine illustration in a treatise which 
he has written on the subject, drawn from 
the stupendous volume of nature. 
The flow'ry tribes all blooming rise, 
Above the vain attempts of art; 
Their bright inimitable dyes 
Speak sweet conviction to the heart. 
What man that views creation round, 
Can fail to own almighty power ? 
Conſess the God with awe profound, 
Come bow before him and adore ! > 
MRS. STEELE, 
An extract from this writer shall form a part 
of this epistle. Here it follows ; Dr. Balguy 
in his treatise on the existence of God, says, 
Of all the false doctrines and foolish opin- 


vast and amazi 


what your answer would be; noth 


2 { * 9 J | 4 8 
n 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


effects, that series 
| of wonders, . — 
fill th ji ng ich present themselves | i 
to all our perceptions, and strike our minds | 
and our senses on every side! Every facul- 
ty, every, object of every faculty,” demon- 
strate à Deity. The meanest insect we can 
see, the minutest and most contemptible 
weed we can tread upon, is really sufficient 


monifld combination of 


ta confound atheism, and baffle all. its pre- 


tensions. How much more that astonishing 
variety and multiplicity of God's works with 
which we are continually surrounded! Let 
any man survey the face of the earth, or 
liſt up his eyes to the firmament—let him 
consider the nature and instinet of brute an- 


imals, and afterwards look into the opera- 


tions of his own mind: will he presume to 
say or suppose that all the objects he meets 
with are nothing more than the result of 
unaccountable accident and blind chance! 
Can he possibly conceive that such wonderſul 
order should spring out of confusion, or that 
such perfect beauty should be ever formed 
by the fortuitous operations of uncenscious, 


unactive particles of matter ? As well nay, 


better, and more easily, might he suppose, 
that an earthquake might happen to build 
towns and cities, or the materials carried 
down by a flood fit themselves up without 
hands into a regular fleet. For what are 
towns, cities, or fleets, in comparison of the 


faculties, that it seems scarce creditable it 
should ever really find any footing in human 
understanding.” Here ends the extract. 
The reading of Dr. Paley's incomparable 
work on — e have no doubt, 
will repay any one for perusing it; and 1 
venture the assertion, that no one, who, after 
he shall have perused the work on natural 
theology, will lay it down, and say, in the 
3 of his heart, in so many words, I 
et an unbeliever in the existence of a 
Go 3 
And now, my friend: what more can I 
add to establish the idea, the great truth 
advanced in the quotation above! What 


more can be added, to make the truth more 


plain! And, without doubt, I can ticipate 

more 
is wanting to establish the fact contained in 
the above; there is evidence enough, and | 
that which is all-zufficient,' to .a reasonable 
mind. It is self-evident. us then en- 
deavor always to keep a steady e 
this point, and look Frsugn ure up to 
nature's God continually, and eease not to 
ascribe praise and adoration to his great 


and' glorious name, for his manifold good- 


ness to his creature man. And let us, as we 


: fabric of the universe! In 
Short, atheism offers such violence to all our 


eye towards 


series pass along the volley of time to 
mountain of Zion, spiritually, always 
0 N the unchangeable of 
«the Father of the spirits 1 
dr let us adopt the language, and si 


the poet, as we are Journeying throu; 
uneven road of time 


© This God is the God we adore, | 


Our faithſul, 2 Friend, 
Whose love is as as his power, 
And knows neither measure nor end. 
Tis He is the first and the last, 
Whose 


hand shall conduct us saſe home 
We'll praise him for all that is past, 
And trust him for all that's to come. ; 


The Post Boy? is directed to ask the con- 
tinuation of your patience, in order that I 
may communicate one more the sub- 
ject of which will bem Ke A daft be | 
the last, for the present at least. E. n. R- 

Boston, November, 1833. 


HART. 
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MERCY OF GOD.—No. 4. 

* Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy.” Psalms Ixii. 12. 
In a former number, we made some remarks 
in support of the moral purity. of universa- 
lism, in opposition to a. conclusion drawn 
by our opposers from the immoral lives of 
some merely nominal believers in this do- 
trine, We shall now resume the subject, 
and pursue our observations in illustration a 
mo further, 

Every truly go ood parent is a practieal 
Universalist in his family. It matters not, 
in this case, what speculative opinions on 
the subject of religion he may have em- 
braced, nor to what particular denomination 
of christians he may have attached himself; 
if he be a truly good parent, he is a practi- 
cal universalist in his family. He makes 
an equal'distribution of his. fayors among 
his children, and, actuated by the same prin- 
ciple of love to each of them, he adapts his 
treatment of them to their respective condi- 
tion. So long as he maintains a right tothe 
appellation by which we have called bim, sc 
long all his dealings with them will 
prompted by the same spirit of kindnes: 
and will sustain the same im 
ter. 


pronon Ci 
agSu1 


duet would to otly Ae aw: 0 
course. T 200 disobei fon 


Sought in a Waere“ of his athe 


mw 


—_ 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


A 


DX —_E=T 


kindness, and in an adverse influence. And 
80 it is with respect to the perfect and unvary-' 
ing benevolence of God. Solong as an indi- 
vidual will cherish a deep sense of this, so long 
it will continue to sanctify and bless him, 
He must forget the sentiment; this must lose 
its hold in his mind; its influence must cease 
to be felt by him, before he will yield to 
temptation, and abandon himself to the fol- 
lies and vices of the world, which are them- 
selves the curses of human society. | 

In concluding these numbers, permit me, 
kind reader, affectionately to entreat you 
to © sanctify. the Lord God in your heart.“ 
Adore him. as the Souree of all that is great 
and good, as a Being of underived perfec- 
tion, and the one infinite Father and Savior 
of our whole race. Lay hold on the hope 
of eternal life.” Obey the requirements of 
his blessed gospel. In all things deal justly, 
love mercy, walk humbly and gratefully be- 
fore him. So shall your pilgrimage on earth 
be blessed with many comforts, and your 
path, as that of the righteous, shine brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day. w. A. 8. 


— — 


[ FOR THE UNMVERSALIST. ] 


«THEY CRY PEACE, AND THERE IS NO 
| PEACE. 
Ir is strange, after 80 many centuries of trial 
and experience, that there can be found any 
among men, who, as the public servants of 
the Most High God, will come before the peo- 
ple, and tell them that they can find present 
peace in sin; and it is yet more strange that 
there should be any so deluded as to believe 
that which is 80 palpably false. Yet these 
things are so: many, very many there are, 
who deceive the people with a mistaken no- 
tion, that they may find sin profitable and 
pleagant in this world, though it will prove 
otherwise in the world to come, Go on, say 
they ; enjoy the pleasure of your wickedness 
while you may, but judgment awaits you in 
the day of retribution; you will then receive 
your evil things in return for the good things 
you have had in this life. Now we protest 
against this doctrine; it is dangerous—it is 
ruinous to human happiness, and the eviden- 
ces of its destructive tendency we bave before 
us every day. Look around in the world, 
and you will see hundreds and thousands 
who have been led away by this yain philo- 


f that doe hich teaches tbat 
of sin are 

He ente 

findin 
mak. 


„ 


they have cried, Peace, peace, where there is 
surely no peace. amen 

Again, take the robber. He steals from his 
neighbor that whieh he thinks will secure his 
happiness; but does he find that this is the 
case? Does he find that there is any pleasure 
in sin! Alas, he does not; it is a serpent that 
he has taken to his bosom, and it has given 
him the fatal bite. His peace is destroyed; 
he is restless, uneasy, and jealous of every 
one he sees; he imagines that every one be- 
hind him who walks faster than himself is in 
pursuit of bim, that he may bring him to 
punishment; he fears that his wife or chil- 
dren will betray him; he dares not remain 
at home, lest he shall be visited by the offi- 
cers of justice; he dares not go out in the 
day, lest he shall be recognized as the thief. 
In a word, he is a «troubled sea, whose waters 
cannot rest.“ He sought peace Where it was 
not to be met with—in the way of sin— and 
the pains of hell got hold on him: he found 
trouble and sorrow.“ | 
Again, behold him who has shed the blood 
of his fellow man; see him in his gloomy 
cell, chained down like a beast of prey, and 
deserted by all save his stern keeper, and the 
man of God. See the swellings and heav- 
ings of his bosom, struggling to find vent for 
the tempest that is raging within! Mark 
the contracted brow, which almost speaks 
the bursting brain! Go to his dungeon in 
the silence of the midnight hour, when every 
other head is laid upon the pillow of rest 
then gaze upon him 

0 with the hurried tread, the upward eye, 

The clenched hand, the pause of agony, 

That listener, shaking lest the step too near 

Approach, intrusive on that mood of fear, 

5 

That rise, convulse, contend- that freeze — 

Flush in the cheek, or damp upon the 

Then, stranger, if thou canst, and tremblest not, 

Behold his 86ul—the rest that sooths his lot! 

Mark how the lone and blighted bosom rears 

The scathing thought of execrated years!“ | 

Yes: gaze on him at this awful moment, 
and then, if you can, talk of the pleasures of 
sin. O, ye deluded ones, who think to find 
happiness in sin! Be no longer deceived. 
urn e, turn ye from yout evil ways, for 
why will ye die! 'T, B. T. 
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REFLECTIONS ON YOUTHFUL PIETY. 
NoTning appears, more interesting than a 
well-educated . youth. By. a ed 
youth, I mean one who not only posseses a 
good share of the knowledge of the world, 


* * 


and of those arts and sciences, a knowledge 
tof which 1s essential to an indivdual's ac- 


ceptance with the learned, but also a know- 
ledge of religion, or more striely speaking, 


the possesion of early piety. 
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A writer of much note has correctly sta- 


ted, that, whatever may be the fascinations 
of beauty, or the charms of personal accom- 
plishments, it must be allowed there is one 
thing more pleasing and admirable, and 
uniformly interesting; I mean, curly piety. 

Youth may be allured from the paths of re- 
ligion, by the apparent charms, of beauty, 
mirth, and wit—of fashion, dress aud exte- 
rior appearance, and, without doubt, the 
allurement may be, and is pleasing to them. 

But on what are they building for continued 
respect and honor! What is their founda- 
tion for peace and happiness in the various 
changing scenes of life! Bring one of them 
before the view of the public, and at the 
same time bring forward another young 
person whose regular conduct and steady 
piety are known, and ask — Which of them 
enjoys most respect! Which would be the 
most valued friend! Which has chosen the 
happiest course ! and there would in reality 
be but one answer. It is true that the gid- 
dy or ſashonable may desire companions ; 
they may choose that others should follow 
with them, and increase the current of in- 
fluence by which they are sustained; but in 
their hearts they would feel, that piety to 
God, and obedience to his laws, i is far supe- 
rior to all the charms, by which they are 
enticed and captivated. 

* Youth are justly admired when they dis- 
cover an acquaintance with the source of 
their being and blessings, a lively sense of 
gratitude for the mercies by which they are 
surrounded, and an unwillingness to offend 
that boundless love and goodness, which has 
done so much for them, and. borne 80 long 
with their ignorance and frailty. Piety is 
charming in every age, even in those whose 


„ hoary beads are whitened with the multitude 


of years. But, when we see in youth the 
same reverence for God, the same humble 
and cautious endeavors to keep clean hands 
and a pure heart, the same pervading sense 
of God's goodness, and man's obligations 
to him, we are inspired with a premature 
reverence and admiration. From such be- 
Al N we unavoidably expect a good re- 
sult. e anticipate for them a life of = 
and respect, a: life of praise and mental 
pleasure—a life of virtue, happiness and 
peace. 

While facts are proclaiming the impor- 
tant truth, that the giddy and fashonable are 
7 ruined i in consequence of wrong 
delightful to behold” a few 

in d by good prinei- 
ples, whi will not fail to yeild them honor, 
and Peace, while they are in health and 
prosperity, but which will also support and 


cheer them in the dark days of adversity, 


”- 


— 


and light up the dark valley of the shadow 
of death. 


Then let every youth remember his Crea- 


tor, and glorify his Maker by keeping bis 


commands, and by patterning the example 
of the blessed Son of Mary. 8. 
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CHRISTIAN UNION. 

For ye are all one in Christ Jesus.“ Gal. iii. 28. 
How important this consideration, —“ For 
ye are all one in Christ Jesus, — more par- 
ticularly so to the denomination of univer- 
salists at this time, perhaps, than any which 
has preceded it; for, from careful observa- 
tion it appears to be the settled policy of all 
opposing sects, to create if possible a divi- 
sion in our ranks by introducing the discus- 
sion of the question of ſuture limited pun- 
ishment, in opposition to no future punish- 
ment, — they having exhausted every argu- 
ment they could produce in favor of future 
endless misery, by being driven from every 
position they have attempted to maintain in 
support of that doctrine, and that too by the 
most solid arguments founded on divine re- 
velation. They now attempt, by a division 
of question, to do that by intrigue, which 
they could not do by any means heretofore 
devised and adopted. Knowing that there 
exists a difference of opinion in the body of 
universalists respecting this question, they 
seize it with avidity, and from present ap- 
pearances, will, to the utmost of their power, 
endeavor to bring it into agitation. It 
therefore behoves us as a body to be firm and 
united, to leave all minor considerations and 
press forward to the mark of the prize of 
our high calling in Christ Jesus. For, 
knowing as we well do, that all sin is to have 
an end, consequently, that all will be finally 
bappy, the question need not be asked, when 
this happy result will take place; sufficient 
ſor us to W ethat it will in due time, ac- 
cording to the purpose of of God, which he 

rposed in himself before the world began. 
Therefore brethren be ye steadfast in Christ. 


Leave all meaner things 
To ov e of hinge,” 

Cultivate feelings of friendship toward 
all men, and, by welkordered lives and a 
godly conversation, prove to the world, that 
the love of God, shed abroad in our hearts, 
leads to repentance and worketh no ill to i its 
neighbor. 

Be united in every good work and- deed, | 
for in union there is strength. Be faithful 
and fear not. Now I beseech you, brethren, / 
for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for 
the love of the Spirit, that ye strive 4 ue 

Charlestown, Nov. 5, 1833. H. 5. 
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RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS, 
Arnzisrs boast that they are the only frank 
and hardy antagonists of superstition. But 
they are in fact its most effectual allies. 
High models in walk of mind will never be 
produced in a community whose inhabitants 
believe in nothing but matter, fortuitous com- 
binations, and the anihilation of our being. 
Apostles of atheism! your dreary creed 
throws an impenetrable gloom upon the rni- 
verse, and dries the source of all high 
thoughts. The advocates of these views 
vaunt the necessity of proclaiming the truth. 
I, too, am the fearless advocate of truth, 
and have no dread as to its results. But, 
could I be persuaded that religious hopes 
were unfounded, I should at once renounce 
my confidence in truth itself, and no longer 
inculcate the necessity of loving or seeking 


to te it. 

The. philocophy of happiness must find its 
ultimate requisite in the hopes of religion. 
Man must be persuaded that his present life 
has relatien to a never-ending future, and 
that an eternal Providence watches over the 
universe, before he will abandon himself 
with a tranquil confidence to those irresista- 
ble laws by which he is borne along; he then 
marehes toward the future as he would con- 
ſidentiy follow a guide of tried prudence and 
fidelity in a dark path. 

Inthe fever and tial of worldly pursuits, 
the voice of wisdom has little chance to be 
heard; and it seems necessary that misfor- 
tunes should have forced the mind in upon 
itself, before we become inclined to fin 
sources in religion; and then, like the friend 
who avoids our prosperity and festivals, but 
returns to cheer our misfortunes, this celes- 
tial friend is at hand to offer her sustaining 
suecor. We may class all those pleasures 
as noxious, which will not associate with 
this august visitant. Even in our periods of 
happiness, if we pause for the reflection of a 
moment, we find the need of immortality. 
All the generous and tender affections ac- 
quire a new charm in alliance with religious 
ideas, as objects which are beautiful in 
themselves receive a new lustre when a pure 
light is thrown u fo gory them, What inexaus- 

tible emotions of satisfaction spring from re- 
Np log hopes! Reanimated by them, we 


no longer see tears without consolation, nor 


fear an eternal adieu. The tomb, though a 
al, is but a frail barrier, which separates 
m those real joys of which the plea- 


| sures of a fugitive existence is but a sbad- 


doy 
. would. men have 8 d their 


natural convictions, their inte aspira- 
tions, their instinctive hopes of ——— 


for the lurid, deceptive lare of ſfldltity! if | 
religious views had not been disfigured, by 
being combined with the grossest errors and 
prejudieies. Of these, there are two which 
every good man ought to strive to eradicate 
from all minds, and, if it were possible, to 
purge it from the earth. 

The first causes us to behold in the Divinity 
a menacing and implacable Judge, eager to 
execute vengeance, Monstrous conception! 
Revolting error! | Infancy and old age, the 
two extremes of earthly existence, which, 
from their feebleness, calls for our most z0oth- 
ing cares, are those most persecuted with this 
vile and fierce prejudice. A cruel supersti- 
tion has selected these terrific ideas—these 
horrible images—with which to besiege the 
bed of death, to light up the scene of agony, 
of parting and trembling apprehensions, with 
the flames of perdition ! 

My bosom swells with mingled emotions 
when I 8ee any one attempting to darken the 
feeble and docile reason of a child with these 
sinister views. Pursued even in his dreams 
by these terrible menaces, before he knows 
the meaning of erime he has felt its torments. 
Astonishing ideas! It is in this aspeet that 
gloomy religionists have presented the com- 
passionate and sustaining hopes of the 
pel: instead of inspiring sweet and consoling 
ideas, they have succeeded in filling inno- 
cence with remorse. 

The other prejudice is intolerance, or that 
spirit which causes us to view all persons 
ey whose faith is different from ours. 

ile religion enjoins it upon us to cover 
the faults of our kind with a veil of indul- 
-| gence, intolerance teaches us to transform 
their opinions into crime. Religion rears 
asylums for the unfortunate—intolerance 
prepares scaffolds for all those she chooses 
to denominate heretics. ' The one invokes 
ministers of charity—the other executioners. 
The one wipes away tears—the other sheds 
blood. The charitable man has a favorable 
opinion of men and their actions: be assists 
the poor, he comforts the afflicted, he pro- 
tects those that are oppressed, he recon- 
ciles differences, and promotes peace and 
good will among men. From the fountain 
of his heart rise rivers of goodness, and the 
streams overflow for the beneſit of mankind. 
. A. 8. 
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Tun DANVERS, DISCUSSION. 


Our 2 will probably expect some informa - 
tion respecting this notable debate. In the pres- 
ent number, however, we can give them but a 
mere abstract. Agreeably to previous arrange- 
| ments, it was held at Danvers on the Gth instant, 
in the Rey. Mr. Braman's Meeting House. The 
only question discussed was the following: '*Is 
the doctrine of endless misery revealed in the 
Holy, Scriptures ? | 

Mr. Braman advocated the affirmative and Mr. 

Whittemore the negative. In the course of the 
whole debate which occupied about six hours, the 
Rev. gentleman adduced but three passages of 
Scripture, as containing direct proof of his side 
of the question; viz. the parable of the rich 
man—2 Thess. 1—9, and Matt. 25, 46. The sum 
of the argument from the parable embraced two 
counts. I. The Jews were believers in endless 
misery in hades or hell, and, therefore, when ad- 
dressing them, Jesus must have used the term in 
this sense. 2. The rich man was tormented in 
bell after his death. We have no account of his 
ever getting out, therefore, his misery must be 
endless. 
To the first of these arguments it was replied, 
that the Jewish faith is no criterion for christians. 
To the second, that God has solemnly declared 
that he will destroy hades or hell, the very place 
or state in which the rich man was tormented. 
O hell, I will be thy destruction.'—Hosea xiii, 14. 
The misery of hell, therefore, cannot be endless, 
because no one can suffer in a place or a state 
aſter it is destroyed. 

The argument deduced from 2 Thess. 1—9 was, 
that the term everlasting is there applied to the 
punishment of the wicked, that the same term is 
else where applied to the being and perfections of 
God which are strictly without end; therefore, 
the misery of the wicked must be endless. To 
this it was replied, that the passage has no bearing 
upon eventęin eternity; but relates to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and the final overthrow of the 
Jewish state. But if this application be denied, 
the passage furnishes ro proof of endless mis- 


ery, because the term everlasting is exceedingly | 


equivocal in its meaning, and applied in the scrip- 
tures to a great number of things which are ne- 
cessarily of limited duration. 

From Matt. 25, 46, it was contended, that the 
same word which is applied to the duration of the 
happiness of the righteous, is applied also to the 


_ | misery of the wicked must also be endless. To 
this it was replied, that the endless happiness 
of the righteous cannot be proved from the simple 
meaning and force of the word everlasting; but 


depends upon other eireumstances and facts, and 


especially the great doctrine of a resurrection to 
an incorruptible and immortal life. | 

That the argument drawn from tho antithesis 
in the text is utterly inconclusive, is obvious from 
the fact, that the term everlasting is elsewhere, 
in the very same sentence, used in a limited and 
unlimited sense. The everlasting mountains 
were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow; his 
ways are everlasting.— Hab. 3—6. The ways of 
God are strictly endless; but mountains and hills 
are not. 

The above W in an ee con- 
densed form, a correct view of the general argu- 
ments used by tlie? parties respectively on the oc- 
casion. With a single exception in one of the 
speeches of Mr. Braman, the discussion through 
out was conducted in an uncommonly candid and 
decorous manner. It will probably Jo but little 
towards settling the great question at issue; but 
still, it will not fail, it is confidently believed, to 
contribute something to the rapidly advancing 
cause of universal grace and salvation. 


DEDICATION AT ORLEANS, MASS. 


| Taz honse recently erected by the Universalists 


in Orleans, Mass., was dedicated on W 
the Gth inst. The following was the order of the 


services. 

1. Voluntary the Choir. Fes Introductory 
Prayer, by Rev. Me. Chase, 3. Reading 
of the Scriptures by Br. G. C: N 4. Origin- 
al Hymn, composed by Br. A. orwood. 5. - 
icatory Prayer, by Br. J. M. Spear. 6. H 
7. Sermon by Br. D. D. Smith, from 1 John iii. 


19. 8. Voluntary. 9. Benediction. 

In the afternoon an interesting discourse was 
pronounced by Br. J. M. Spear, from 2 xxiv. 
14, 15. r was delivered to a full bly 
in the evening, by Br. Leach, of Provincetown, 
who showed himself a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed. After which, an address was de- 
livered to the society, by the editor. 

The house is hr gp aloe ce e edifice, 
contai ws, and gurrounded by a gallery. 
And on en was filled in every part, w 
attentiv 


Kg * 
oe 
893 e 

cause. 


of grout 
zenlously : e a 


way he 4 may * 
owe Made tha the Lord 


ma) 
add to their numbers; fill rn 
peace, cause them to shine as lights ER 


and short! e them 2 . 
all their 8 WIS 
that truth whioh moketh „Ne. cannot 7 


duration of the punishment of the wicked. But friends, 
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POETRY, | 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST, ] 


THE. CHRISTIAN TO RIS SOUL. 


AWAKE, my soul, and rend the stay 
Which binds to earth. ! away! 
— . — in — thou — stray 
one etern ons 
reader A of the free. 


2 Now burst thy bonds—resplendant light 


: Shall guide thee on thy happy fli 5M 
And shalt know no wasting blig 
No mortal pang, no me, 
In that Steruity; ; 


Bak bliss, with its unsullied beam 
ver ſelicity, shall gleam, 
_ * thee with ee stream, 
LID Glory! g is thy theme 
, * f. transport with the free; 


And, filled with ra 47 
Hozannas to thy holy Kin 
Till Paradise with goy sh ring, 
And every sphere an echo bring, 

To join the song with thee. 


Then stretch thy pinions—upward soar 
r that bright, celestial shore, 
Thy 30 our anthems, evermore 7 
's praises 0 fer and o'er, 
With myriads of the blest. 


Arise! away! and leave the swa 
Of this corrupt and mouldering clay, 
And wing with extasy th 
Unto those deathless > Brag of day, 
And sweet, empyreal rest. 


HARP OF ISRAEL. 


thou shalt sing 


PROSPECTUS 
OF THE 
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APD 
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We trust in the living God who is the Saviour of all 
men.'——PAUL. 
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IF VOLUME III. £7 


DPD. s Mirz, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 


ENCOURAGED by past success, the Proprietor is induc- 
ed to issue proposals for the third volume of © Tux Unt- 
VKRSALIST. And: that it may interfere with no other 
publication advocating the doctrine of Universal .Salva- 
tion, he has, in compliance with the advice of his friends, 
concluded to make an addition to its name and 
It will, as it has heretofore done, advocate the great doc- 
trine of a world's salvation by Jesus Christ. Moral, 
practical, experimental and consolator subjects will re- 
ceive a due share 78 attention. Notices of 


events, Ns had os to the religious public ; brief reviews | 


ar — CO oetical effusions, and in 
fact over thing which W'tend nd to render a pu ablication 
of the k entertaining - a will find a place in 
Its tone will be mild, "generous and chari- 
t at the same time distinct, manly and firm. 
] * to make its style chaste, and its liter 
will ad generally such as shall command respect. 
will advocate the ri — .of FEMALES, and earnestly Ws 
FEMALE education. In a word, no pains will bs 


st, and such a ication as will do 
— our denomination” in the Lone: * state 
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VERSALIST. 


cane i tcher and 

I William H. a e. 
00 Rev. B Whittemore, Mr. Samuel Emerson and 
Miss Susan Sprague. 

By Rev. H. Ballou 2d Mr. Andrew Chase, Jr. and Miss 


Mary Jane Curtiss, both of Roxbury. 
Ts Dane” by Rev. J. H. Willis, Mr. Chandler G. te rent 
Neweomb.—Mr. Alford 


Miss Louisa 2 
75 Rer. M dee 


Miss Mary A 
In New Vor city, By by * Mr. 
and Mrs. Rebecca 


Doathe, 


in dee city, 7, Mr. Job Haskins, aged 8; Hamlet Earle, 


ag 1 
In Hanover County, Va. Mr. V. Smith a tist min- 
ister from n : ao Bap 

In Weymouth, Mrs. Rachel Blake, aged 82. 


RELIGIOUS. NOTICES, 

The Epiron will preach in N. „Con. , on the 4th 
Sunday inst., and in Deerfield, N. H., on the 2⁴ Sunday 
in December next. 

Br. T. WHITTEMORE will pro reach in Ware Mass., next 
Sunday, and in Western on Monday the 1 in Brim- 
— on Tuesday the 19th, and in Saugus the Sunday fol- 

owing. 
Br. S. Conn will preach in Methuen Village on a week 
from next Sunday, and a lecture in Andover, at 6 o'clock 


P. M. 
Br. 22 ry will 8 in Stoddard next Sun- 
day, and in W the Sunday foll 
F. Balnop will preach in ass. the 4th 


— uy in November. 
% G. Noxxs will preach in Dudley, M Lass., next Sun- 

a 

2 W. A. STICKNEY will preach in Princeton, Mass. M 
next Sunday. 

Br. T. B. Tnaxxx will preach in Chelmsford, Mass., 
next ng} 

Br. J. WRIGHT will preach in Boxborough, Mass., a 
week from next Sunday, 

Br. J. SMiTH will preach in Warner, N. H. , next Sun- 
da 

Br. J. V. WiLsox will preach in Chester, N. H., next 
Sunday. : ; 
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LETTERS RECEIVED. 


P. M. Dana, Mass>—P.”M. Hudson, N. H.—A. Freese, 
Deerfield, N. H—Z. Colburn, Hudson, N. H.—A, Carter, 
Concord, N. H.—Revy. J. B. Dodds, Taunton, Mss,— 
P. M. Leicester, vt. $1—M. Ellenwood, E. Grant, Mass. 
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Terms of The Universalitt. 

"Mo UNLVERSALIST' is a ously at 
No. 29 Cornkill, os bo ENJAMIN e. 3 
and at LOWELL, every SaTURDAY ; at 51, bor annum, 
payable 18 AhVANcR, 81,25 in six m 81 50 


at the close of the year. 25 cents will be ac 
who receive their papers by the 


Agents and others WhO in five new eubseribers. 
and send the money for them, shall receive a sixth copy 
gratis, and in the same proport ion ſor any greater number. 


No paper discon till Cen: are paid, exce 
at the Aiv.eſtion of rem . E 

Letters ene five dollars or more nay be cent at 
our expense. | 


All letters. 3 eee on n must be 


to. 


| (Post Paid) sent to the Editor. 


of society. 


John E. Dill, Printer. 


